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3 . The works of painters. 

Quintilian, when he faw any well-expreiTed image of 
grief, either m pi Slure or fculpture, would ufually weep. "Wott. 

If nothing will fatisfy him, but having it under my hand, 
that 1 had no defign to ruin the company of pifture- drawers 
I do hereby give it him. Stiliingfeet. 

4'. Any refemblance or reprcfentation. 

Vouchfafe this piSlure of thy foul to fee ; 

’Tis fo far good, as it refembles thee. Dryden. 

It fufEces to the unity of any idea, that it be confidered as 
one reprefentation or pifture , though made up of ever fo 
many particulars. Locke. 

To Picture, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To paint; to reprefent by painting. 

I have not feen him fo pictur'd. Shakefpeare's Cytnbeline. 

He who caufed the fpringto be piSlured , added this rhyme 
for an expofition. Carew’s Survey of Cornwall. 

It is not allowable, what is obfervable of Raphael Urban ; 
wherein Mary Magdalen is pictured before our Saviour wafh- 
ing his feet on her knees, which will not confift with the 
ftrid letter of the text. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Love is like the painter, who, being to draw the pidlure 
of a friend having a blemifh in one eye; would pitture only 
the other fide of his face. South's Sermons. 

2. To reprefent. 

All filled with thefe rueful fpe&acles of fo many wretched 
carcaffes ftarving, that even I, that do but hear it from you, 
and do piSlure it in my mind, do greatly pity it. Spenfer. 

Fond man, 

See here thy pictur'd life. Thomfon s Winter. 

To PI DDLE, v. n. [This word is obfcure in its etymology ; 
Skinner derives it from picciolo, Italian; or petit, Fr. little; 
Mr. Lye thinks the diminutive of the Welfh breyta, to eat; 
perhaps it comes from peddle , for Skinner gives for its primi¬ 
tive fignification, to deal in little things.] 

1. To pick at table ; to feed fqueamifhly, and without appetite. 

From ftomach fharp, and hearty feeding. 

To piddle like a lady breeding. Swift's Mifcellanies . 

2. To trifle; to attend to fmall parts rather than to the main. 

Ainf 

Pi ddler. n.f [from piddle.] One that eats fqueamifhly, and 
without appetite. 

Pie. n.f. [This word is derived by Skinner from biezan , to build, 
that is to build of pafte ; by Junius derived by contra&ion 
from pajly ; if parties, doubled together without walls, were 
the firft pies, the derivation is eafy from pie, a foot; as in 
fome provinces, an apple party is ftill called an apple foot.] 

I. Any cruft baked with fomething in it. 

No man’s pie is freed 

From his ambitious finger. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

Mincing of meat in pies faveth the grinding of the teeth, 
and therefore more nourifhing to them that have weak teeth. 

Bacon s Natural Hijlory. 
He is the very Withers of the city; they have bought more 
editions of his works, than would ferve to lay under all their 
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Dryden. 

King. 

King. 

Tuffer. 

Shakefp. 


pies at a lord mayor’s Chriftmas. 

Chufe your materials right; 

From thence of courfe the figure will arife, 

And elegance adorn the furface of your pies. 

Eat beef or pic- cruft, if you’d ferious be. 

2. [ Pica , Lat.] A magpie ; a particoloured bird. 

The pie will difcharge thee for pulling the reft. 

The raven croak’d hoarfe on the chimney’s top, 

And chattering pies in difmal difcords fung. 

Who taught the parrot human notes to try. 

Or with a voice endu’d the chatt’ring pie P 

’Twas witty want. • Dryden. 

3. The old popifh fervice book, fo called, as is fuppofed, from 
the different colour of the text and rubrick. 

4. Cock and pie was a flight expreffion in Shakefpeare's time, of 
which I know not the meaning. 

Mr. Slender, come ; we ftay for you.— 

— I’ll eat nothing, I thank you. Sir.— 

—By cock and pie, you fhall not chufe. Sir; come, 
come. Shakefp. Merry Wives of Windfor. 

Pie'bald. adj. [from pie.] Of various colours ; diverfified in 
colour. 

It was a particoloured drefs, 

Of patch’d and piebald languages. Hudibras. 

They would think themfelves miferable in a patched coat, 
and yet contentedly fuffer their minds to appear abroad in a 
piebald livery of coarfe patches and borrowed fhreds. Locke. 

They are pleafed to hear of a piebald horfe that is ftrayed 
out of a field near Iflington, as of a whole troop that has 
been engaged in any foreign adventure. Spectator , N° 452. 

Peel’d, patch’d, and piebald , linfey-woolfey brothers. 
Grave mummers ! fleevclefs fome, and fhirtlefs others. Pope. 
PIECE, n.f. [piece, Fr.] 

1. A patch. Ainjworth. 

2. A part of a whole ; a fragment. 

Bring it out piece by piece. Ezekiel xxiv. 26. 

The chief captain, fearing left Paul fhould have been pulled 
in pieces of them, commanded to take him by force. 


Thefe letter rocks or great bulky ftones, that lie fca ttPr .j 
in the fea or upon the land, are they not manifeft fhJn “ 
and piecet of thefe greater mafTes. I ments 

A man that is income can fcarce fee an object thntT'* 
not call to mind a piece of a Latin poet or hiftorian Addfr* 
2. A part. ’ U 6 

It is accounted a piece of excellent knowledge to U 
the laws of the land. ° 

A piaure. Mtafcn. 

If unnatural, the fined colours are but dawbine and ri, 
piece is a beautiful monfter at the beft. j},- j 

Each heav’nly piece unweary’d we compare, ^ 
Match Raphael’s grace with thy lov’d Guido’s air. p ot 
A compofition; performance. ‘ e ' 

He wrote feveral pieces, which he did not affume the 
nour of. rf,,.; 0 '* 

A fingle great gun. l f m ' 

kp'w of ord’nance ’gainft it I have plac’d. Shakefpeare 
Many of the (hips nave brafs pieces , whereas every piece at 
leaft requires four gunners to attend it. Raleigh’s Efim 

Pyrrhus, with continual battery of great pieces , did batted 

the mount. Knotteds Hi/lory of the Turks 

0. A hand gun. 

When he cometh to experience of fervice abroad, or is 
put to a piece or a pike, he maketh as worthy a Ibldier as any 
nation he meeteth with. Spenfer 

The ball goes on in the dire&ion of the ftick, or of the 
body of the piece out of which it is (hot. Cbeyne 

When once the poet’s honour ceafes. 

From reafon far his tranfports rove; 

And Boileau, for eight hundred pieces. 

Makes Louis take the wall of Jove. p r ‘ lcr 

In ridicule and contempt: as, a piece of a lawyer or fmatterer' 
^-Piece. To each. 

I demand, concerning all thofe creatures that have eyes 
and ears, whether they might not have had only one eye and 
one ear a-piece. _ _ More's Antidote aga'mjl Alheijm. 

Of a Piece with. Like; of the fame fort; united; the 
fame with' the reft. 

Truth and fidion are fo aptly mix’d, 

That all feems uniform and of a piece. Rofcommon, 

When Jupiter granted petitions, a cockle made requcil, 
that his houfe and his body might be all of a piece. LfEfr. 

My own is of a piece with his, and were he living, they 
are fuch as he would have written. Dryden. 

I appeal to my enemies, if I or any other man could have 
invented one which had been more of a piece, and more de¬ 
pending on the ferious part of the defign. Dryden . 

Too juftly vanifh’d from an age like this ; 

Now ftie is gone, the world is of apiece. Diyden. 

Nothing but madnefs can pleafe madmen, and a poet muff 
be of a piece with the fpedators, to gain a reputation. Dryden. 
To Piece, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To enlarge by the addition of a piece. 

I fpeak too long, but ’tis to piece the time, 

To draw it out in length, Shakefp. Merch, of Venice. 

If aught within that little feeming fubftance. 

Or all of it with our difpleafure piec'd. 

And nothing more may fitly like your grace. 

She is yours. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Plant it with women as well as men, that it may fpread 
into generations, and not be pieced from without. Bacon. 

2. To join; to unite. 

3. To Piece out. To encreafe by addition. 

He pieces out his wife’s inclination ; he gives her folly mo¬ 
tion and advantage. Shakefp. Merry Wives of Windjor. 

Whether the piecing out of an old man’s life is worth the 
pains, I cannot tell. Temple. 

To Piece, v.n. [from the noun.] To join; tocoalefce; to 
be compacted. 

Let him, that was the caufe of this, have power 
To take off fo much grief from you, as he 
Will piece up in himfelf. Shakefp. 

The cunning prieft chofe Plantagenet to be the fubje<ft 
his pupil fhould perfonate ; becaufe he was more in the pre- 
fent fpeech of the people, and it pieced better and followed 
more dole upon the bruit of Plancagenet’s elcape. Bacon. 
Pie'ceR. n.f. [from piece.'] One that pieces. 

Pie'celess. adj. [from piece.] Whole ; compact; not made 
of feparate pieces. 

In thofe poor types of God, round circles; fo ^ 

Religion’s types the piecelejs centers flow, r 

And are in all the lines which all ways go. Donne. ) 
Pie cemeal. adv. [pice and mel; a word in Saxon of the lame 
import.] In pieces ; in fragments. 

Why did I not his carcafs piecemeal tear. 

And caft it in the fea 

I’ll be torn piecemeal by a horfe, 

E’er I’ll take you for better or worfe. Hudibras. 

Neither was the body then fubject to diflempers, to die yi 
piecemeal, and languifh under coughs or eonfumptions. -South. 
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Stage editors printed from the comrttori piecemeal written 
parts in the playhoufe. Pope. 

Piecemeal they win this acre firft, then that; 

Glean bn and gather up the vVhole eftate. Pope. 

Pie'ceMEAL. adj. Single; feparate; divided. 

Other blafphemies level, fome at one attribute, fome at an- 
other : but this by a more compendious impiety, fnoots at his 
very being, and lis if it fcorned thefe piecemeal guilts, fets up 
a finde monfter big enough to devour them all. Gov. of theTong. 

Pie'd. adj. [from pie.] Variegated; particoloured. 

They defire to take fuch as have their feathers of pied, 
orient and various colours. Abbot's Defcript. of the World. 

All the yeanlings, which were ftreak’d and pied. 

Should fall as Jacob’s hire. Shakefp. Merch. of Venice. 
Pied cattle are fpotted in their tohgues. Bacon. 

The feat, the foft wool of the bee, 

The cover, gallantly to fee. 

The wing of a pied butterfly, 

I trow ’twas Ample trimming. Drayton. 

Meadows trim with daifies pied. 

Shallow brooks and rivers wide. Milton. 

•Pie'.dness. n.f. [from pied.] Variegation ; diverfity of colour. 

There is an art, which in their piednefs fhares 
With great creating nature. Shakefp. TVinters Tale. 

Pie'led. adj. Perhaps tor peeled, or bald ; or piled, or having 
fhort hair. 

Piel'd prieft, doft thou command me be {hut out ? 

I do. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Pi'epoWDER court, n.f. [from pied, foot, and pouldre, dufty.] 

A court held in fairs for redrefs of all diforders committed 
therein. 

Pier. n.f. [pierre , Fr.] The columns on which the arch of 
a bridge is raffed. 

Oak, cedar and chefnut are the beft builders, for piers 
fometimes wet, fometimes dry, take elm. Bacon . 

The E-nglifh took the galley, and drew it to fhore, and 
ufed the ftones to reinforce the p/Vr. . Hayward. 

The bridge, confifting of four arches, is of the length of 
fix hundred and twenty-two Englifh feet and an half: the 
dimenfions of the arches are as follows, in Englifh meafure; 
the height of the firft arch one hundred and nine feet, the 
diftance between the piers feventy-two feet and an half; in 
the fecond arch, the diftance of the piers is one hundred and 
thirty feet; in the third, the diftance is one hundred and nine 
feet; in the fourth, the diftance is one hundred and thirty- 
eight feet. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

To PIERCE, v. a. [percer, Fr.] 

1. To penetrate; to enter ; to force. 

Steed threatens fteed in high and boaftful neighs, 

Piercing the night’s dull ear. Shakejp. Henry V. 

The love of money is the root of all evil; which while 
fome coveted after, they ha ve pierced themfelves through with 
many forrows. 1 Tim. vi. 10. 

With this fatal fword, on which I dy’d, 

I pierce her open’d back or tender fide. Dryden. 

The glorious temple fhall arife. 

And with new luftre pierce the neighb’ring fkies. Prior. 

2. To touch the paffions : to affe&. 

Did your letters pierce the queen ; 

She read them in my prefence, 

And now and then an ample tear trill’d down. Shakefp. 
To Pierce, v. n. 

1. To make way by force. 

Her fighs will make a batt’rv in his breaft; 

Her tears will pierce into a marble heart. Shakefp. 

There is that fpeaketh like the piercings of a fword ; but 
the tongue of the wife is health. Proverbs xii. 18. 

Short arrows, called fprights, without any other heads, 
fave wood fharpened, were difeharged out of mufkets, and 
would pierce through the fides of fhips, where a bullet Would 
not pierce* Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 

2. To ftrike ; to move ; to affed. 

Say, {he be mute, and will not fpeak a word ; 

Then I’ll commend her volubility ; 

And lay fhe uttereth piercing eloquence. Shakefp. 

3- To enter; to dive. 

She would not pierce further into his meaning, than him¬ 
felf fhould declare, fo would fhe interpret all his doings to be 
accomplifhed in goodnefs. Sidney, b. ii. 

All men knew Nathaniel to be an Ifraelite ; but our Sa¬ 
viour piercing deeper, giveth further teftimony of him than 
men could have done. Hooker, b. iii./l 1. 

4 * I o affed feverely. 

They provide more piercing ftatutes daily to chain up the 
P°o r - . Shakejp. 

Fiercer, n.f. [from pierce.] 

*• An inftrument that bores or penetrates. 

Cart, ladder and wimble, with perfer and pod. Tiffer. 

2. The part with which infers perforate bodies. 

The hollow inftrument, tcrebra, we may ehglifh piercer, 
wherewith many flies arfe provided, proceeding from the 
womb, with which they perforate the tegument of leaves, 
and through the ftollovv of it injeeft their eggs into the holes 
they have made. R ay on fa Creation , 


Prior « 
Milton. 


Shakefpeare* 
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3. One who perforates. 

Pie'rcingly. adv. [from pierce.] Sharply. 

P'ie'rcingness. n.f [from piercing.] Power of piercing* 

We contemplate the vaft reach and eompafs of our undef- 
ftanding, thfe prodigious quicknefs and piercingnefs of its 
thought. Derhams Phyfico - Theology. 

Pi'ety. n.f [ pietas , Lat. pi etc, Fr.] 

1. Difcharge of duty to God. 

What piety, pity, fortitude did iEneas poffefs beyond his 
companions l Peacharn on Poetry. 

’Till future infancy, baptis’d by thee; 

Grow ripe in years; and old in piety. 

There be who faith prefer and piety to God* 

2. Duty to parents or thofe in fuperiour relation. 

Pig. n.f-. [bigge, Dutch.] 

1. A young fow or boar. 

Some men there are, Idve not a gaping pig, 

Some that are mad, if they behold a cat. 

Alba, from the white low nam’d*, 

That for her thirty luck ing pigs was fam’d* Dryden . 

The flefh-meats of an ealy digeftion, are pig, lamb, rab¬ 
bit and chicken. Floyelr oil the Humours* 

2. An oblong mafs of lead or unforged iron. 

A nodding beam or pig of lead; 

May hurt the very ableft head. Pope* 

To Pig. v. a. [from the noun.] To farrow ; to bring pigs. 
PFgeon. n. f. [pigeon, Fr.] A fowl bred in cots or a fmall 
houfe : in fome places called dovecote. 

7 ’his fellow picks up wit as pigeons peas* Shakefp . 

A turtle; dove and a young pigeon. Gen. xv. 9* 

Perceiving that the pigeon had loft a piece of her tail, 
through the next opening of the rocks rowing with all their 
might, they palled fafe, only the end of their poop was 
bruiled. Raleigh. 

Fix’d in the maft, the feather’d weapon ftands, 

The fearful pigeon flutters in her bands. Dryden. 

See the cupola of St. Paul’s covered with both foxes, like 
the outfiae of a pigeon-houfe. Addifon's Guardian * 

This building was defign’d a model, 

Or of a pigeon- houfe or oven. 

To bake one loaf, or keep one dove in* 

Pi'oeonfoot. n.f An herb. 

Pi'geonlivered. adj. [pigeon and liverd] 
gentle. 

I am pigeonliver'd, and lack gall 
To make oppreflion biiter* Shakefp. Hamlet . 

Pi'ggin. n.f. In the northern provinces, a fmall veffel. 

Pight. old prefer, and part. paff. of pitch.] Pitched; placed 3 
fixed ; determined. 

An hideous rock is pight. 

Of mighty Magnes ftotie, whole craggy clift. 

Depending from on high, dreadful to fight- 
Qver the waves his rugged arms doth lift. 

The body big and mightily pight. 

Thoroughly rooted and wondrous height. 

Whilom had been the king of the field. 

And mockle mart to the hufband did yield. 

Then brought file me into this defart vaft; 

And by my wretched lover’s fide m e pight. 

Stay yet, you vile abominable tents, 

Thus proudly pight upon our Phrygian plains, 

When I difiuaded him from his intent, 

I found him pight to do it. 


Swift. 
Ainfworth. 
Mild; foft; 


Spenfer „ 

Spenfer . 
Fa. djfueen. 
Shakefp . 


^ o. - Shakefp * 

Eigment. n.f [pigmentum, Lat.] Paint; colour to belaid 
on any body. 

Confider about the opacity of the corpufcles of black pig - 
ments, and the comparative diaphaneity of white bodies. Boyle. 
Pl ' G ^ Y ; n ‘f [Pk m ^, Fr. pigmaus, Lat.] A fmall nation, 
fabled to be devoured by the cranes; thence any thing mean 
or inconfiderable. 

When cranes invade, his little fword and fhield 
The pigmy takes. Dryden's Juvenal 

The criticks of a more exalted tafte, may difeover fuch 
beaucies in the antient poetry, as may efcape the comprehen- 
fion of us pigmies of a more limited genius. Garth . 

But that it wanted room. 

It might have been a pigmy's tomb. Swift 

Pignora'tion. n.f [pignera, Lat.] The aft of pled ring. ‘ 
Pi gnut. n.f [pig and nut.] An earth nut. 6 

I with my long nails will dig thee pignuts. Shake fir 

Pi gsney. n.f. [p. s a. Sax. a girl.J A word of endearment 
to a girl. It is ufed by Butler for the eye of a woman. I be- 
iieve, improperly. 

Shine upon me but benignly 

With that one, and that other pigfney. Hudibras' 

Pig WI dgeon. n.f. This word is ufed by Drayton as the 
name of a fairy, and is a kind of cant word for any thing 
petty or fmaJl. J m 

Where’s the Stoick can his wrath appeafe. 

To fee his country fide of Pym’s difeafe ; 

By Scotch ynvSfion to he made a prey 
1 0 fuch 1 igwidgeon myrmidons as they ? Cleaveland. 
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